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Dublin City Library 
Introduction 
The provision of a City Library is seen as a core element in the Dublin City Public Librar-
ies strategy to provide a world class municipal library service for the people of the city. 

The Vision for the Dublin City Library is to be an icon of learning for all which will assist 
in defining and reflecting Dublin’s place as a life-long-learning City of the 21st Century. 
The Dublin City Library will be located in a landmark building, in a prime location at the 
heart of Dublin city centre. 

At present the Central Library is located on the first floor of the ILAC Shopping Centre. 
The location is not ideal and the facilities inadequate.  However, this project is about the 
provision of a new ‘Dublin City Library’ – and not simply about transplanting the existing 
‘Central Library’. 

 

In assessing the most appropriate location for the Dublin City Library it is absolutely es-
sential that the provision of Library Services is the paramount consideration. 

The realisation of a project such as this entails three distinct stages - Site, Design and 
Procurement. 

You decide where to put it, what it looks like and how to achieve it, in that order. 

It is essential that each is pursued for its own purpose and that one does not mitigate 
the value of another. (e.g. Projects can suffer from an overemphasis on procurement 
that negatively impacts on design quality and site selection) 

 

This is an interim report 

 INTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTION 
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THE CITY LIBRARYTHE CITY LIBRARY 

  

Introduction 

The  establishment of a 21st Century City Library for Dublin is a key cultural, social, eco-
nomic and civic objective for the capital city. It formed part of Dublin City’s submission 
for designation as a Unesco City of Literature, and has been identified as a requirement 
in Dublin City Council’s Culture Strategy 2010 and will form the centrepiece of the Dub-
lin City Library and Archive Development Plan 2011-2015. 

The City Library service of Dublin has a network of 21 branch libraries delivering com-
munity library services across the City. The branch network is structured around a cam-
pus-style distributed model. History and heritage collections, exhibition and conference 
spaces, together with the HQ functions and management services are located in the city 
at Pearse Street. Bibliographic functions, fleet services and distribution processes reside 
at Cabra. The establishment of the City library will represent the third point in this trian-
gular campus model, providing for the key elements of literature and learning, music and 
information services. 

At present the Central Library is located on the first floor of the ILAC Shopping Centre. 
The location is not ideal and facilities are seriously inadequate. Yet usage data from the 
existing library indicates that it is serving as a regional resource for Dublin and the sur-
rounding countries, and regularly as a national resource by virtue of the many special-
ists services offered there. 

The re-imagined City Library will be located in a prime location in the heart of Dublin City 
Centre. It will be more than a library for metropolitan Dublin. It will function as a key re-
gional and national resource, a vital and vibrant contribution to Ireland’s cultural infra-
structure. 

The Vision 

The vision for the Dublin City Library is to be an icon of literature and learning for all. 

The library will be a window on the world of knowledge and culture, a centre of learning 
and literature, a commune of research and reading and a hub of ideas and activity. 

It will inspire and excite, welcome and include with collections, connections, places, ser-
vices and programmes for learners, readers, researchers, for children and families, for 
all citizens. It will be Dublin City’s central, open, inclusive, diverse venue nurturing the 
development of critical thinking and an informed citizenry. 

 

 

. 

 

 

It will be at the heart of the literary life of the capital. Developing a love of words and en-
couraging the life of the imagination will be prioritized through collections, cultural pro-
gramming, events and activities. It will showcase Dublin’s unique literary heritage and 
promote its dynamic contemporary scene. It will celebrate writers and writing. It will be a 
meeting place both for people and for ideas-a story house. It will exemplify the key quali-
ties of the ‘new library’, a place that is always ready to change, a dynamic and con-
stantly evolving space, a library of temporary spaces, meeting spaces, different places. 
It will imbue in its users a sense of ownership and a sense that they, the citizens will 
develop the library, through the events that happen there. 

 

 

Quote form the UNESCO City of Literature bid: 

‘In Dublin, literary matters are not confined to the classroom or the lecture hall .books 
are everyone’s business-the City’s business-a valued part of everyday life.’ 

 

 

The City Library Functions and operational requirements. 

The City Library will be an exemplar of 21st Century Library Design. It will provide ac-
cess to full range of services provided by the libraries network and other selected com-
munity and voluntary services. It will expand on the services provided by the Central 
Library, Ilac Centre and will operate on an integrated model of stock and service provi-
sion. It will have a wide ranging all encompassing collection with an outstanding refer-
ence section, general lending, special collections, digital media /music area, open learn-
ing and languages, central support areas, lecture/group/meeting rooms, enterprise sup-
port and business library, exhibition space, café and retail areas. 

Social Inclusion 

The new City Library will replace the Central library but it will not be the Central library 
transplanted. It will serve 1.1 million people from the local and greater Dublin area. The 
City Library will be an inclusive destination, embracing and celebrating multiple cultures. 
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THE CITY LIBRARY  THE CITY LIBRARY   

 

The Building 

The  City Library will be accommodated in a landmark building in prime  location in the 
heart of Dublin. The Library will benefit from good public transport connections and link-
ages to other cultural attractions and information providers. 

The building  and its setting will be of the highest architectural and urban design quality 
and will make a significant contribution to the public and civic realm. Its location and ar-
chitectural treatment should be exploited to make it more accessible and visible. 

Universal Design and accessibility 

The perceived user experience will be an atmosphere that is welcoming, safe, and re-
sponsive. The approach to the design of the building, location, and the Library services 
and operation will be based on the principles of universal design and accessibility: equi-
table use, flexibility in use, simple and intuitive use, perceptive information, tolerance for 
error, low physical effort, size and space for approach and use. 

Way finding 

An intuitive way-finding strategy for the building that is effective, safe, efficient and ap-
propriate for all users will be developed. The spatial planning ,interior design and colour 
schemes will support easy navigation of the building. 

Spatial Layout 

The layout will be planned as a well coordinated sequence of attractive open plan and 
cellular spaces ,public and private areas, support spaces, appropriately sized for activi-
ties.  The spatial design will promote effective and efficient operation of the libraries ac-
tivities. Circulation routes will be appropriately sized, short and direct. Planning should 
optimise opportunities for natural day lighting and views. 

Interior design 

The interiors will be exciting vibrant uplifting spaces and reflect the ethos of the City’s 
Libraries service. Interior design, choice of materials and finishes throughout should be 
coherent, offer variety and contrast, enhance the architecture and promote the way find-
ing strategy. A neutral base palette with the inclusion of natural materials should be cre-
ated with clever, changeable use of colour where appropriate. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sustainability 

The project will adopt a holistic approach to sustainability, applying a thorough under-
standing of best practice and using appropriate technologies to develop a sustainability 
strategy to achieve an energy efficient, comfortable healthy building. Consideration 
should be given to  renewable energy sources (e.g. solar thermal, photo-voltaics, CHP, 
bio mass, geothermal), exceeding statutory requirements for thermal insulation, highly 
efficient facade, water conservation, waste management plan, lighting management 
plan etc. 

Best practice 

The building will demonstrate compliance with best practice and comply in all respects 
with all relevant statutory provisions and regulations, current at the time of issue and-
submission of the Planning Application. 

Interior comfort 

The building will be naturally ventilated as far as is practicable and will allow the opti-
mum penetration of natural light to all principal areas. The overall acoustic environment 
will be designed to suit the activities and uses of the different spaces and areas. 

The M&E environmental systems will be appropriate to the spatial and functional re-
quirements of building and the different spaces within it. Solutions will be designed and 
engineered to ensure ease of maintenance and simplicity in operations and to reduce 
overall energy consumption. 

Security systems 

Security systems will include but will not necessarily be restricted to: access control, 
intruder detection, water detection system, public address system, CCTV and RFID sys-
tems. 

Life safety systems 

Life Safety Systems will primarily consist of the fire alarm system and extinguishing sys-
tems as necessary. The systems will be designed in tandem with the conceptual design, 
and form an integral  part of fire engineering strategy and comply in all respects with 
Building Regulation requirements. 
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EXISTING  LIBRARY FAEXISTING  LIBRARY FACILITIESCILITIES 

Ballyfermot Library, Ballyfermot Road Dublin 10. 

Distance to nearest other branch (Inchicore): 3.5km (straight line: 2.79km)   

Ballymun Library, Ballymun Road Dublin 9. 

Distance to nearest other branches (Finglas): 2.5km (straight line: 2.27km)  
(Drumcondra): 2.5km (straight line: 2.31km)     

Cabra Library, Navan Road Dublin 7.  

Distance to nearest other branch (Phibsboro): 1.9km (straight line: 1.91km)     

Central Library, ILAC Centre Henry Street Dublin 1. 

Central lending, general reference library, music library, business information centre, 
open learning centre.  

Distance to other branches: Phibsboro: 1.5km (straight line: 1.27km)  
Charleville Mall: 1.6km, Dublin City Library & Archive: 1.7km     

Charleville Mall Library, North Strand Dublin 1. 

Distance to nearest other branch (Marino): 1.4km (straight line: 1.29km)     

Coolock Library, Barryscourt Road Dublin 17. 

Distance to nearest other branch (Raheny): 3.6km (straight line: 3.17km)     

Dolphin's Barn Library, Parnell Road Dublin 12. 

Distance to nearest other branch (Inchicore): 1.7km (straight line: 1.55km)     

Donaghmede Library, Donaghmede Shopping Centre Grange Road Dublin 13. 

Distance to nearest other branch (Raheny): 2.2km (straight line: 1.84km)     

Drumcondra Library, Milmount Avenue Dublin 9. 

Distance to nearest other branches (Phibsoro): 2.1km (straight line: 1.26km)  
(Marino): 2.1km (straight line: 1.97km)  

Dublin City Library and Archive, 138-144 Pearse Street Dublin 2.  

Headquarters of Dublin City Public Libraries, housing the city historical collections, the 
city archive, reference / research library, and a branch library.  

Distance to nearest other branch (Ringsend): 1.3km (straight line: 1.24km)  

 

Finglas Library, The Shopping Centre, Jamestown Road, Dublin 11. 
Distance to nearest other branch (Ballymun): 2.5km (straight line: 2.27km)  

Inchicore Library, 34 Emmet Road Dublin 8. 

Distance to nearest other branch (Dolphins Barn): 1.7km (straight line: 1.55km) 

Kevin Street Library, 18, Lower Kevin Street, Dublin 8. 

Distance to nearest other branch (Rathmines): 1.6km (straight line: 1.48km)  

Marino Library, 14 - 20 Marino Mart Fairview Dublin 3. 

Distance to nearest other branch (Charleville Mall): 1.4km (straight line: 1.29km)  

Pembroke Library, Anglesea Road, Dublin 4. 

Distance to nearest other branch (Ringsend): 1.9km (straight line: 1.55km)  

Phibsboro' Library, Blackquire Bridge Dublin 7. 

Distance to nearest other branch (Central Library): 1.5km (straight line: 1.27km) 

Raheny Library, Howth Road Raheny Dublin 5. 

Distance to nearest other branch (Donaghmede): 2.2km (straight line: 1.84km) 

Rathmines Library, 157 Lower Rathmines Road Dublin 6. 

Distance to nearest other branch (Kevin Street): 1.6km (straight line: 1.48km)  

Ringsend Library, Fitzwilliam Street, Dublin 4. 

Distance to nearest other branch (Pearse Street): 1.3km (straight line: 1.24km)  

Terenure Library, Templeogue Road Dublin 6W. 

Distance to nearest other branch (Rathmines): 2.3km (straight line: 2.14km) 

Walkinstown Library, Percy French Road Dublin 12. 

Distance to nearest other branch (Dolphins Barn): 2.9km (straight line: 2.44km) 
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 INTERNATIONAL COMPARINTERNATIONAL COMPARATIVESATIVES 
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Barcelona 

Amsterdam 

Copenhagen 

Placa de Catalunya, Barcelona 	Placa de Leseepe, Barcelona	

	

Biblioteca Jaume Fuster, Barcelona 

Damstraat, Amsterdam Amsterdam City Library Internal View, Amsterdam City Library 

Copenhagen City Hall, Copenhagen Copenhagen City Library, Krystalgade 
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City Library, Charles Avison Building, Newcastle Interior View 

Peckham Library., London Parliament Square Westminster, London London 

Newcastle Upon Tyne Newcastle Upon Tyne 

Marseilles, France Interior View Marseilles, France Marseilles, France 

Peckham Library, London 
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  LOCATION SELECTION CRITERIALOCATION SELECTION CRITERIA 

 	

The Dublin City Library will be an icon of learning for all . 

The Dublin City Library will be located in a landmark building in a prime location, in the 
heart of Dublin City Centre. 

In looking for sites and suitable locations for the City Library, four distinct quadrants in 
the City Centre were considered. 

North East Quadrant 

Area to the North of the River, from the Quays to Summerhill and East of O’Connell 
Street to the IFSC. 

South East Quadrant 

Area to the South of the River, from the Quays to Baggot Street, East of D’Olier 
Street and Dawson Street to Merrion Square,  

South West Quadrant 

Area to the South of the River, from the Quays to Kevin Street and West of D’Olier 
Street and Dawson Street to Patrick Street. 

North West Quadrant 

Area to the North of the River, from the Quays to Dorset Street , and West of O’Con-
nell Street to Capel Street. 

The criteria used to assess the areas included: 

Accessibility and Transport Links 

Complimentary Cultural and Educational Uses 

Footfall, Permeability of area by local and wider population 

Opportunity for social inclusion and integration 

Site Availability  

Demand for Library Service 

Opportunity to create new civic presence 

Opportunity to create a significant destination building 

Impact of civic contribution and added amenity value 

	

	

	

NW 

SE 

NE 

SW 
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  DUBLIN CITY LIBRARY LOCATIONDUBLIN CITY LIBRARY LOCATION 

The North East Quadrant is the area, North of the Liffey and to the East of O’Connell 
Street. 

The area is relatively well served by public transport, with train, DART and LUAS ser-
vices into and out of Connolly Station and bus termini on Eden Quay and O’Connell 
Street. 

 It is perhaps dominated by the IFSC, the regeneration of the North East Inner City and 
the on-going development of the Docklands on its Eastern fringes. These uses may not 
guarantee the immediate footfall of the wider population or visitors required to justify a 
destination building such as the Dublin City Library.  

The area can boast of fine buildings including the Custom House and Georgian streets 
like North Great Georges Street, but other cultural attractions and educational linkages 
in the immediate quadrant are limited.  

There is a high demand for a branch library in the area, a need the Dublin Libraries are 
actively promoting.  

Subject to site availability, the opportunity to create a new civic presence in this area 
would be welcome. It could compliment on-going regeneration efforts, add significant 
civic value and provide an amenity with great potential for social integration and inclu-
sion. 

The South East Quadrant is the area to the South of the Liffey and East of D’Olier 
Street and Dawson Street.  

It is well served by public transport including the DART services to Pearse Street and 
Tara Street Stations, Dublin Bus Routes to and from the South of the City and LUAS at 
Stephens Green.  

The area is a prime business area and includes several of the Georgian Squares as well 
as educational and cultural attractions namely, Trinity College, Government Buildings in 
Kildare Street, the National Gallery, The National Library, Natural History Museum, 
among others. The area would have considerable visitor saturation, with many destina-
tions to chose from.  

The quadrant is home to Pearse Street Library, which houses the Headquarters of Dub-
lin City Public Libraries, City Historical Collections, City Archive Reference and Re-
search Library and a branch library.  

Site availability in the area is somewhat restricted. While the City Library could benefit 
from linkages with the many cultural attractions and educational facilities in the immedi-
ate area and vice versa, it is considered that the area enjoys considerable civic and na-
tional presence already. The value of the City Library destination may have a more sig-
nificant impact in an area which currently has less civic amenities and where the oppor-
tunity for social integration and inclusion is greater. 

The South West Quadrant is the area South of the Liffey to the West of D’Olier Street 
and Dawson Street and includes Grafton Street and the prime retail core on the South 
side of the City.  

The area is well connected by public transport links including bus routes and the LUAS 
(to Stephens Green). Cultural attractions include the Bank of Ireland  at Dame Street, 
City Hall, Dublin Castle, Chester Beatty Library and indeed Wood Quay, St Patrick’s 
Cathedral, Christchurch on the Western fringes of this area. Temple Bar, a significant 
tourist area, is located just South of the River in this quadrant.  

The availability of sites capable of accommodating the City Library in this quadrant is 
restricted, given the small grain and plot size. There is already considerable civic pres-
ence in this area and the opportunity to create a new amenity and significant destination 
with wider social integration may have a more impact in another quarter. 

The North West Quadrant is the area to the North of the River, extending Northwards 
to Dorset Street and to the West of O’Connell Street extending Westwards to Capel 
Street. Henrietta Street and the North Georgian core are on the fringes of this area. 

The area accommodates the retail core on the North side of the City, including Henry 
Street, Jervis Shopping Centre and the ILAC shopping Centre and is well served by 
public transport links, including bus routes from the North side of the City Centre and the 
LUAS line from Tallaght via Heuston to Connolly. There are also proposals for the BXD 
LUAS line which will crucially link the area to the proposed Grange Gorman Campus 
Northwards and Trinity College South-Eastwards.  

The area includes O’Connell Street, the GPO and the Dublin Spire. It also includes 
Parnell Square, the Garden of Remembrance and cultural attractions such as the Mu-
nicipal Hugh Lane Gallery, Writers Museum and Gate Theatre. Dublin Institute of Tech-
nology at Bolton Street is also in the area.  

The Central Library is already established in this area, occupying part of the ILAC shop-
ping centre in Henry Street/Parnell Street since the mid 1980s. It accommodates some 
3000 visitors daily and hosts in excess of 130 different user groups from the local and 
wider Dublin population, a strong model of social integration and inclusion and valued 
civic amenity. There is a strong demand in the area for library services, exacerbated by 
the closure of Thomas Street Library and Capel Street Library and future closure of the 
Central Library.  

The availability of sites of adequate size to accommodate the city library function are 
more readily identifiable in this quadrant that the other areas. This area would benefit 
greatly from a new civic presence and destination building. The Library could add civic 
quality and improve the public realm and urban environment of the quadrant and build 
on the foot fall and civic contribution the Central Library has already established in the 
area. 
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 SITE SELECTION CRITESITE SELECTION CRITERIA RIA 

Public Thoroughfare , Visitability /Accessibility 

The City Library does not have to be the ’big street’ -in the same way that the Ambassa-
dor was located on a main thoroughfare. However it must be on street in an easy to 
reach location. O’Connell Street is an easy reach /high profile location, but the actual 
location of the Ambassador from a pedestrian  point of view crossing over the traffic is-
land was actually very poor and this would have been exacerbated by the metro /tram. 
Like wise visitability and accessibility are non-discretionary. 

Ground floor location /or multi level building 

A reduced number of floors make the building easier to staff and supervise-but consider-
ing the size of the library brief, it will be most likely over a few floors –either way-ground 
floor location for a key ‘chunk’ of the service is non– negotiable from the  libraries point  
of view. 

Independence of Access 

Is the question here whether we control access to it or whether it is via a shopping cen-
tre? Or whether it can be accessed out of normal hours? Control over our own access is 
priority 1 –the other issue is less important but desirable. 

Potential for Expansion-on the site /or into adjoining buildings 

The priority accorded to this depends on the initial size of the building achieved-The 
area of accommodation required by the DEGW brief advises 5000sq.m. as an absolute 
minimum. By achieving or surpassing the min. requirement of 5000 sq. m. then the po-
tential for expansion is not as critical as the other criteria. 

Access for Disabled Parking 

While disabled visitor parking may not actually be possible at a specific site, local acces-
sible disabled parking would be very important. 

Access for Deliveries 

The City Library will have daily deliveries of books and also exhibition deliveries. A se-
cure and appropriately scaled delivery bay is crucial to the day to day running of the 
building. Service deliveries would also be required for any catering within the building or 
catering event. 

Proximity to other cultural and educational service 

Libraries consider that proximity to other cultural and educational services as a high pri-
ority schools universities galleries performance spaces. In some ways this may be more 
relevant for a branch library than for the city library which is hoped would be a destina-
tion building in itself at the same time proximity to other high quality amenities would 
mean the library may benefit from shared clientele.. 

Option 3 Dominick Street-

Option 4  Abbey Street 

Option 2 Wolfe Tone Street 

Option 1 Henry Street 

Option 5 Parnell Square 

Option 6 St. Michan’s Street 
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 DUBLIN CITY LIBRARY SITE OPTIONSDUBLIN CITY LIBRARY SITE OPTIONS 

Subject to Planning Permission, Option 3 indicates a building of 5000 sq m  over 5 
floors, with a building footprint of 36 X36 metres and a 15 x 15 metre atrium. This pro-
posal would afford an opportunity to create public open space associated with the City 
Library. 

Alternatively, the site could accommodate a building of 5000 sq m built over 5 floors, 
which completes the Dominick Street elevation, in line with the master plan proposals. 

Service access in both scenarios would be at the rear of the building via Kings Inn 
Street and Dominick Lane 

 

Option 4  Abbey Street  

The site for the Abbey Street proposal is located on the East side of Abbey Street, with 
service access available from Great Strand Street. 

The site is currently on the market for sale. 

Subject to Planning Permission, the site could accommodate a 5000 sq m building over 
5 floors based on a 36 x 36 metre footprint and a 15 x 15 metre atrium. 

 

Option 5 Parnell Square North 

The site for the Parnell Square North proposal comprises the former Colaiste Mhuire 
buildings and associated site in the North West corner of Parnell Square, adjacent to the 
Hugh Lane Gallery, the Writers Museum and the Abbey Presbyterian Church. 

The existing protected structures are currently vacant and in the ownership of the OPW. 

Subject to Planning Permission, the existing buildings could be converted to provide 
some 4000 sq m accommodation over 4 floors, and the site to the rear of the existing 
buildings developed to accommodate a further 2000 sq m building 3 floors, based on a 
footprint of 45 m X15  m. Proposals would be subject to conservation issues and struc-
tural  loadings in the existing buildings. 

There is access to the existing buildings on Parnell Square North.  Service access 
would be possible from North Frederick Lane and Bethesda Place. 

This proposal could raise the civic profile and character in Parnell Square, and re-
establish the square and its already significant buildings in the North Georgian City. 

 

Option 6 St. Michan’s Street  

The site for the St. Michan’s St.  proposal comprises the former Fish Market site adja-
cent to the historic Fruit & Vegetable Market Building (a protected structure). 

The site is owned by DCC and addresses both St. Michan’s St. and St. Mary’s Lane. 

Subject to Planning Permission, the site could easily accommodate a 5000 sq m build-
ing over 5 floors based on a 36 x 36 metre footprint and a 15 x 15 metre atrium. 

Site Options 

Six site options have been identified within the North West Quadrant, which broadly 
comply with the site selection criteria. 

 

Option 1 Henry Street 

The site for the Henry Street proposal is located behind the GPO building on O’Connell 
Street and An Post Offices on Henry Street. The ground floor entrance would be located 
between retail frontage on the prime shopping street.  

The site is currently owned by An Post. Retail frontage on Henry Street or in the Henry 
Street arcade would also have to be acquired to give the building some street presence. 

Service access is likely to be from Prince’s Street North. 

Subject to Planning Permission, the site could accommodate a building of 5000 sq m 
over 5 floors, based on a footprint of 36 X 36 metres and an atrium of 15X15 metres. 

This building would be an internalised building with no street elevations. 

 

Option 2 Wolfe Tone Street 

The site for the Wolfe Tone Street proposal is the former FAS building on the South side 
of Wolfe Tone Park, currently home to the Leprechaun Museum and a private gym. 

The proposed building would have elevations on Abbey Street, Wolfe Tone Street, 
Jervis Street and its main façade onto the Park. It could define the urban square and 
give purpose to the Park. 

The site is owned by FAS and the Museum and Gym are currently operating on lease 
agreements. 

Subject to Planning Permission, it is anticipated that the site could accommodate a 
building of 5000 sq m over 5 floors, based on a footprint of 36 x 36 metres and an atrium 
of 15X15 metres. 

 

Option 3 Dominick Street 

The site for the Dominick Street proposal is located on the West side of Lower Dominick 
Street. It is owned by Dublin City Council and one of the sites in the master plan for the 
regeneration of the Dominick Street area. The development of the site is contingent on 
the completion of a mixed use development comprising retail, community centre and 
social housing on the East side of the street and the relocation of the existing tenants, 
presently living in the flats on the West side of the street. The Planning application for 
the site is currently under consideration at An Bord Pleanala. 
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 OPTION 1 HENRY STREEOPTION 1 HENRY STREET LIBRARYT LIBRARY 

Setting 

Henry Street is one of the principal shopping streets in the City. While the street under 
went significant upgrading in recent years, the setting for this significant public building 
would in effect be a retail environment.  

The street is very busy during day time hours, but with no restaurants and other night 
time uses is somewhat deserted in the evening, when the shops have closed. This could 
pose issues for the library, which stays open until 8 pm most evenings and for the per-
ceived safety of library users. 

Street Presence 

The site for the proposed library is located behind the GPO on O’Connell Street and ex-
isting buildings on Henry Street. While the library would have a street level entrance on 
Henry Street, the building would not command a street presence on the principal retail 
street. 

Ground Floor Location /Multi –Level Building 

The ground level entrance would effectively be a reception area and lobby to vertical 
circulation providing access to upper floor levels. 

Independent Access 

The proposed building would have independent access and would be independently 
controlled. 

Potential for expansion on the site or into adjacent buildings 

There would be no potential for expansion of the library facilities on the site or into adja-
cent buildings. 

Accessibility of Location 

Henry Street is well located in relation to public transport routes. 

Access for Disabled Parking. 

Henry Street is a pedestrianised shopping street. It would be not be possible to provide 
disabled accessible visitor parking specific to the site.  However, there are several multi-
storey car parks in the area. 

Access for Deliveries. 

Access for service deliveries could be planned from Prince’s Street North. 

Proximity to other Cultural and Educational Services 

The proposed site is well located in relation to a number of cultural attractions including 
O’Connell Street the GPO and Dublin Spire, the Custom House, Parnell Square, the 
Garden of Remembrance, the Hugh Lane Gallery, the Writers Museum and the Gate 
Theatre. It is also within walking distance of Trinity College and DIT at Bolton Street. 

 

 

This representation is for volumetric purposes only. It is not a design proposal. 
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 OPTION 2 WOLFE TONE OPTION 2 WOLFE TONE STREET LIBRARYSTREET LIBRARY 

x� . Setting 

The site offers the potential to create a significant ‘icon’ building and at the same time a 
meaningful use for Wolfe Tone Park. The building would be located on Upper Abbey 
Street between Jervis street and Wolfe Tone Street and would complete the urban 
square opposite the former Church on Mary Street. Upper Abbey Street is effectively a 
LUAS route at this point and overall is a service street lacking civic quality. The eleva-
tion on Jervis Street is in fact the side of the shopping centre and car park entrance. 

Street Presence 

The proposed library would address Wolfe Tone Park and have frontage on Jervis 
Street, Wolfe Tone Street and Upper Abbey Street. 

Ground Floor Location /Multi –Level Building 

The building could have a very public, transparent ground floor in addition to upper level 
accommodation 

Independent Access 

The proposed building would have independent access and would be independently 
controlled. 

Potential for expansion on the site or into adjacent buildings 

There would be no potential for expansion of the library facilities on the site. There are 
significant archaeological issues at the boundary of the proposed site and the Park. 

Accessibility of Location 

Wolfe Tone Street is a City Centre location and is well served  by public transport. The 
LUAS passes the site on Upper Abbey Street. 

Access for Disabled Parking. 

There is currently on site parking on Jervis Street and Wolfe Tone Street. There are also 
several multi-storey car parks in the area. 

Access for Deliveries. 

Access for service deliveries could be planned from Jervis Street or Wolfe Tone Street. 

Proximity to other Cultural and Educational Services 

The proposed site is in a predominantly retail area but well located in relation to a num-
ber of cultural attractions including the Quartier Bloom and Temple Bar areas. It is also 
within walking distance of Trinity College and DIT at Bolton Street. 

This representation is for volumetric purposes only. It is not a design proposal. 
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x� . 

 OPTION 3 DOMINICK STOPTION 3 DOMINICK STREET LIBRARYREET LIBRARY 

	Setting 

The proposed site, located on the West side of Dominick Street is one of four sites iden-
tified in the master-plan for the regeneration of Dominick Street. The regeneration pro-
posals include for significant public realm works to improve the street scape and civic 
quality of Dominick Street. This option does not follow the master plan idea to rebuild 
the street and building with such a large floor plate could effect adjacent residential and 
office accommodation. However the building form and positioning could afford the op-
portunity to create public open space associated with a significant public building. 

Street Presence 

The proposed library could have significant frontage on the enhanced Dominick Street 
as well as addressing  a public plaza. 

Ground Floor Location /Multi –Level Building 

The building could have considerable ground floor accommodation in addition to upper 
level accommodation. 

Independent Access 

The proposed building would have independent access and would be independently 
controlled. 

Potential for expansion on the site or into adjacent buildings 

There would be potential for expansion of the library facilities on the site. 

Accessibility of Location 

Dominick Street is located just North of Parnell Street and the primary retail core. It is 
directly across the road from the current central library site in the ILAC shopping Cen-
tre . The BXD Luas Line is planned to run in Dominick Street, with a stop, outside the 
proposed site. 

Access for Disabled Parking 

Disabled accessible car parking could possibly be provided on site at the rear of the 
building. 

Access for Deliveries 

Access via Kings Inn Street and Dominick Lane for service deliveries could be planned 
at the rear of the building. 

Proximity to other Cultural and Educational Services 

The proposed site is located just North of the retail core and within easy reach of several 
City Centre attractions including O’Connell Street, Parnell Square, Hugh Lane Gallery, 
Writers Museum etc. Buildings to the North of the Regeneration area include several 
Georgian buildings, which are protected structures, many in institutional and educational 
use. The proposed BXD LUAS line will connect Dominick Street to the proposed Grange 
Gorman Campus Northwards and Trinity College, East wards. 

This representation is for volumetric purposes only . It is not a design proposal. 
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x� . 

 OPTION 4  ABBEY STREOPTION 4  ABBEY STREET LIBRARYET LIBRARY 

Setting 

The proposed site is located on the edge of the retail core of Henry Street and Jervis 
Shopping Centre and is opposite the service entrance to Marks and Spencer. Abbey 
Street is a narrow secondary street, currently a LUAS route and somewhat dominated 
by service entrances. Overall, it lacks any coherent civic quality.  

Street Presence 

The proposed library would have significant frontage on the Abbey Street, but as stated, 
Abbey Street lacks civic quality. The pavements are narrow and shared with the LUAS 
platform immediately adjacent to this location. 

Ground Floor Location /Multi –Level Building 

The building would have a large floor plate on the ground floor in addition to upper level 
accommodation. 

Independent Access 

The proposed building would have independent access and would be independently 
controlled. 

Potential for expansion on the site or into adjacent buildings 

There would be potential for further expansion of the library facilities on this site. 

Accessibility of Location 

Abbey Street is in the City Centre and within walking distance of the Quays, Temple Bar 
and O’ Connell Street. The LUAS runs on Abbey Street. 

Access for Disabled Parking 

It may be possible to provide disabled accessible car parking at the rear of the site. 

Access for Deliveries 

Access for service deliveries could be planned at the rear of the building via Great 
Strand Street. 

Proximity to other Cultural and Educational Services 

The proposed site is located at the edge of the retail core and within easy reach of sev-
eral City Centre attractions including O’Connell Street,  The Quays and Temple Bar.  

This representation is for volumetric purposes only . It is not a design proposal. 
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 OPTION 5 PARNELL SQUOPTION 5 PARNELL SQUARE LIBRARY ARE LIBRARY 

This representation is for volumetric purposes only. It is not a design proposal. 

Setting 

The proposed site is located in the North West corner of Parnell Square. The Square 
contains important architectural and cultural buildings including the Hugh Lane Gallery, 
the Writers Museum, the Gate and Ambassador  Theatres, the Abbey Presbyterian 
Church and the Rotunda Hospital. The proposed library on the Northern terrace offers a 
significant opportunity to enhance the public realm on the Northern side of the square, 
overlooking the Garden of Remembrance, in line with the Parnell Square Frame work 
document  2005. The City library on Parnell Square would raise the profile of the square 
and re-establish it as a beautiful Georgian Square at the Northern end of O’Connell 
Street  and a focus on the North side of the City and the Georgian core of North Great 
Georges Street and Henrietta Street.  

Street Presence 

The proposed library in the former Colaiste Mhuire buildings would have significant 
street presence on the Northern side of the square, overlooking the Garden of Remem-
brance.  

Ground Floor Location /Multi –Level Building 

The building would utilise the accommodation in the existing building over four levels 
with additional accommodation  in a new structure built to the rear. The brief would re-
quire careful analysis to establish library functions compatible with the existing structure. 

Independent Access 

The proposed building would have independent access and would be independently 
controlled. 

Potential for expansion on the site or into adjacent buildings 

There would be potential for further expansion of the library facilities onto the adjacent 
site in Granby Row, subject to acquisition. 

Accessibility of Location 

Parnell Square is at the Northern end of O’Connell Street and well served by bus routes 
and public transport. The LUAS currently runs on Abbey Street , with the proposed BXD 
line planned for Dominick Street, Parnell Street and O’Connell Street . 

Access for Disabled Parking 

There is currently on street parking on Parnell Square. 

Access for Deliveries 

Access for service deliveries could be planned at the rear of the building  via North Fre-
derick Lane and Bethesda Place. 

Proximity to other Cultural and Educational Services 

The building is adjacent to the Hugh Lane Gallery, Writers Museum, and Gate Theatre,. 
Parnell Square is located at the Northern end of O'Connell Street, in the North Georgian 
Core and within easy walking distance of Bolton Street and  DIT. 
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x� . 

 OPTION 6  ST. MICHAN’S STREET LIBRARY OPTION 6  ST. MICHAN’S STREET LIBRARY 

Setting 
The proposed site is located on St. Michan’s Street directly opposite the historic Fruit & 
Vegetable Market in a busy commercial area close to the city centre, just west of the 
retail thoroughfares of Capel St. It is a cleared site, formerly occupied by the Fish Mar-
ket, which is now a surface car park. The site is well served by the Luas Red Line tram 
route which has a stop nearby at The Four Courts. The site is zoned Z5 which supports 
uses that facilitate the development of the central area and buildings that help identify, 
reinforce, strengthen and protect its civic design character and dignity. The Fruit & 
Vegetable Market opposite the site is a protected structure with a lively use already 
changing its emphasis from wholesale to retail marketing. The site is adjacent to a 
mixed use area of the city that incorporates residential, business, retail and civic build-
ings. The site is large (in excess of 4,000 sq. m.) and offers an excellent opportunity to 
accommodate not only a state of the art city library but also a civic space to enhance 
this new emerging retail, food and market area. 

Street Presence 
The proposed library would front onto St Michan’s Street and Mary’s Lane. The site is 
large enough to allow the building to be articulated in a manner that would enhance the 
area and create a pedestrian friendly street and a new civic space. 

Ground Floor Location /Multi –Level Building 
The building would have a large floor plate on the ground floor in addition to upper level 
accommodation. 

Independent Access 
The proposed building would have independent access and would be independently 
controlled. 

Potential for expansion on the site or into adjacent buildings 
The site is more than adequate to cope with future expansion and is fully in the owner-
ship and control of Dublin City Council. 

Accessibility of Location 
The site is well served by public transport as the Luas Red Line tram service runs along 
Chancery Street at the south end of St Michan’s Street. The closest Luas stop is at the 
Four Courts with the Jervis stop just a short walk away. 

Access for Disabled Parking 
Disabled car parking could be provided on site or adjacent to the site. 

Access for Deliveries 
The surrounding streets currently allow access for deliveries to the City Markets area 
and this will be maintained in future traffic plans. 

Proximity to other Cultural and Educational Services 
The proposed site is located to the west of Capel Street and the city centre retail core in 
what is locally known as the Markets Area. From the site it is a short walk or tram ride to 
O’Connell Street and the city centre, or to Smithfield and the National Museum in the 
opposite direction. The river, quays and boardwalk are just to the south of the site with 
Christchurch Cathedral and the medieval city nearby.  

This representation is for volumetric purposes only . It is not a design proposal. 
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x� . 

OTHER LIBRARY SITESOTHER LIBRARY SITES 

The Bank of Ireland College Green 

Other sites for the City Library were considered outside the North Western Quadrant. 

The Bank of Ireland in College Green was considered as a possible building to house 
the City Library. The building itself is an architectural icon, with a very dominant street 
presence, juxtaposed with Trinity College, in the very heart of Dublin City Centre. 

The location is easily accessed from both North and South sides of the city by public 
transport. The library could also benefit from its proximity with Trinity College, the Muse-
ums and Art galleries in the area, Government buildings, City Hall etc as well as the re-
tail and business cores. 

It is likely that deliveries and disabled parking could be accommodated in Fosters Place. 

The building is currently in BOI ownership and is used as a banking hall .The nett area 
available however is considered insufficient and the building form too inflexible for the 
City Library function, with no potential for further or future expansion. 

It is also considered that the siting of the library directly beside Trinity College, in an 
area with considerable public and civic presence could leave a deficit in other quadrants 
of the City, where a destination building such as the City Library would have the poten-
tial of improving the social infrastructure and character of the area. 

The CHQ building IFSC 

The CHQ building in the IFSC was considered as another possible location for the City 
Library. 

The building, which is a protected structure, is currently owned by a developer and con-
tains high end shopping and restaurants at ground and basement levels. 

The building has a river front location and also overlooks St Georges Dock. 

The IFSC and docklands is well served by the LUAS and is within easy reach of main 
line and Dart stations at Connolly Station. The area is a short walk from O’Connell 
Bridge and most major bus routes into the City. 

Access for deliveries is likely to be from Mayor Street. Parking for disabled users would 
be restricted to on street parking or nearby car parks.  

As a library, the building  would have independent access and control but no scope for 
further expansion. 

There is a high demand for a  branch library in this area and the opportunity to create a 
new civic presence in the area would be welcome, complimenting regeneration efforts 
and adding civic value, public amenity and great potential for social integration and in-
clusion. 

The  area however is somehow separated from the heart of the city and is dominated by 
the IFSC, regeneration of the North East inner City and on-going redevelopment of the 
Docklands. These uses may not guarantee the immediate foot fall of the wider popula-
tion or visitors required to support a destination building such as the City Library. 
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   DUBLIN CITY DEVELOPDUBLIN CITY DEVELOPMENT PLANMENT PLAN 

The Dublin City Development Plan 2011-2017 

The five sites under consideration are located in Central Area, between Capel Street 
and O’Connell Street and the Liffey and Dorset Street. 

Site 1 Henry Street 

This site is located behind the GPO on O’Connell Street and Henry Street. 

The site is  zoned Z5 ‘to consolidate the development of the Central area and to identify 
and reinforce and strengthen and protect its civic design, character and dignity’. 

The site is also within an ‘Architectural Conservation Area’. 

The site is located behind several protected structures. 

Site 2 Wolfe Tone Street 

The site is located at the Southern end of Wolfe Tone Park and is bordered by Jervis 
Street, Wolfe Tone Street and Abbey Street. 

The site is  zoned Z5 ‘to consolidate the development of the Central area and to identify 
and reinforce and strengthen and protect its civic design, character and dignity’. 

The adjoining Wolfe Tone Park is zoned Z9 ‘ to preserve, provide and improve recrea-
tional amenity and open space and green networks. 

Site 3 Dominick Street 

The site in Dominick Street is located in a Strategic Development and Regeneration 
Area.  

The site is zoned Z14 ‘to seek social, economic and physical development and/or reju-
venation of an area with mixed use of which residential ‘Z6’ would be the predominant 
use. 

Site 4 Abbey Street 

The site is located between Abbey Street and Great Strand Street.  

It is zoned Z5 ‘to consolidate the development of the Central area and to identify and 
reinforce and strengthen and protect its civic design, character and dignity’. 

Site 5 Parnell Square 

The site includes the former Colaiste Mhuire and associated site in the North West cor-
ner of Parnell Square. The existing buildings are proetected structures and the site 
within a conservation area.  

The site is zoned Z8,’to protect existing architecture and civic design character, to allow 
only for limited expansion, consistent with the conservation objective. 
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Context 

The proposed site, located on the West side of Dominick Street is one of four sites iden-
tified in the master-plan for the regeneration of Dominick Street. The site is owned by 
Dublin City Council and the brief, competition and commencement of design stages are 
within the control of the Council and could commence immediately. The construction 
phase however is contingent on the completion of the social housing development on 
the East side of the street and the re-housing of existing tenants, currently living on the 
subject site. 

Street Presence 

The proposed library offers the opportunity to complete the street frontages on Dominick 
Street as outlined in the Master plan document and provide a significant public building 
to address the enhanced public realm. 

Ground Floor Location /Multi –Level Building 

The building could have considerable ground floor accommodation in addition to upper 
level accommodation. 

Independent Access 

The proposed building would have independent access and would be independently 
controlled. 

Potential for expansion on the site or into adjacent buildings 

There would be no potential for further expansion of the library facilities on this site. 

Accessibility of Location 

Dominick Street is located just North of Parnell Street and the primary retail core. It is 
directly across the road from the existing Central library in the ILAC centre. The BXD 
LUAS Line is planned to run in Dominick Street, with a stop, outside the proposed site. 

Access for Disabled Parking 

Disabled accessible car parking could possibly be provided on site at the rear of the 
building. 

Access for Deliveries 

Access for service deliveries via Kings Inn Street and Dominick Lane could be planned 
at the rear of the building. 

Proximity to other Cultural and Educational Services 

The proposed site is located just North of the retail core and within easy reach of several 
City Centre attractions including O’Connell Street, Parnell Square, Hugh Lane Gallery, 
Writers Museum etc. Buildings to the North of the Regeneration area include several 
Georgian buildings, which are protected structures, many in institutional and educational 
use. The proposed BXD LUAS line will connect Dominick Street to the proposed Grange 
Gorman Campus Northwards and Trinity College, East wards. 

CITY COUNCILS SITE  CITY COUNCILS SITE  --    DOMINICK STREETDOMINICK STREET 
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   RECOMMENDED SITE RECOMMENDED SITE --    PARNELL SQUAREPARNELL SQUARE 

Context 

The recommended option for the new Dublin City Library is the Colaiste Mhuire build-
ings and associated site in Parnell Square North. The proposed library would add to the 
cultural and civic presence in the square as well as  offering  an appropriate use for the 
existing Georgian houses, which are protected structures and relatively complete. The 
library would also afford a significant opportunity to enhance the public realm on the 
North side of the Square and to create a relationship with the Garden of Remembrance. 
In line with the Parnell Square Framework Document 2005, such a destination building 
would re-establish Parnell Square as a beautiful Georgian Square, a focus at the North-
ern end of O'Connell Street and part of the North Georgian Core . 

Street Presence 

The proposed library in the former Colaiste Mhuire buildings would have significant 
street presence on the Northern side of the square, adjacent to the Hugh Lane Gallery 
and Writers museum and overlooking the Garden of Remembrance.  

Ground Floor Location /Multi –Level Building 

The building would utilise the accommodation in the existing building over four levels 
with additional accommodation  in a new structure built to the rear. The brief would re-
quire careful analysis to establish library functions compatible with the existing structure. 

Independent Access 

The proposed building would have independent access and would be independently 
controlled. 

Potential for expansion on the site or into adjacent buildings 

There would be potential for further expansion of the library facilities onto the adjacent 
site in Granby Row, subject to acquisition. 

Accessibility of Location 

Parnell Square is at the Northern end of O’Connell Street and well served by bus routes 
and public transport. The LUAS currently runs on Abbey Street , with the proposed BXD 
line planned for Dominick Street, Parnell Street and O’Connell Street . 

Access for Disabled Parking 

There is currently on street parking on Parnell Square. 

Access for Deliveries 

Access for service deliveries could be planned at the rear of the building  via North Fre-
derick Lane and Bethesda Place. 

Proximity to other Cultural and Educational Services 

The building is adjacent to the Hugh Lane Gallery, Writers Museum, and Gate Theatre,. 
Parnell Square is located at the Northern end of O'Connell Street, in the North Georgian 
Core and within easy walking distance of Bolton Street and  DIT. 
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